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Handout                                                                                 Module - I 

                                                        Summary of the first part 

The events described in the story took place in a kingdom where the king and minister were 

idiots. Since they wished to rule the kingdom in a different way from other kings, they reversed 

the order of the day. They ordered everyone to be awake at night and do their respective works 

while during the day everyone must sleep. Since it was an order from the king, everyone 

followed this foolish practice.  

           One day a guru and disciple reached the city. Even though it was broad daylight, no one 

could be seen anywhere. But after the sunset when it was growing dark, much to their surprise 

and disbelief, the whole town woke up and went about with their business. When they went to 

buy some groceries, giving them more surprise, they knew that everything cost only a single 

duddu there. But after cooking and having their food, the guru realised that it would not be wise 

and safe to live in a kingdom of such foolish people. Hence he suggested his disciple that they 

must leave that place as soon as possible. But the disciple, a glutton, was unready to do so as all 

food items were cheap there. The guru tried to convince him things, but all in vain. At last the 

guru left the place and the disciple stayed back there. He ate to his fill everyday and grew fat. 

                                       One bright day, a thief broke into a rich merchant's house by making a 

whole on the wall. When he was coming out carrying the loot, the wall collapsed on his head 

killing him on the spot. His brother rushed to the king and complained that the merchant should 

be punished for not building a strong wall. The king summoned the merchant. But the merchant 

explained that he had nothing to do with that accident since the wall had been built during his 

father's time. But he added that he knew the man who built the wall. The king summoned the 

man, the bricklayer, an old man  now.  During his trial he said that a pretty dancing girl was 

going up and down the street all day with her jingling anklets distracting his concentration from 

the work. That resulted in the wall being weak. That dancing girl, an old woman now, was 



brought in. During her trial, she gave the excuse that a lazy goldsmith whom she had given order 

to make some jewellery made her walk like that by delaying her work. When the goldsmith was 

brought for the trial, he explained that he had to delay her work since a rich merchant forced him 

to complete their work first. When the king asked who was that rich merchant who was the root 

cause of all those problems, it turned out that that rich merchant was none other than the first 

accused merchant's father.The king then observed that as the son inherited all his riches, so he 

must inherit the result of all his sins and faults too. Therefore he must be executed was the king's 

ultimate verdict. When the rich merchant  was being taken to be executed, it occurred to the 

minister that the merchant was too thin to be executed properly on the stake. So the king and 

minister decided that on behalf of him a fat man could be executed.  

 

Highlights of important events 

The kingdom of fools 

In the kingdom of fools the king and the minister were idiots. They ordered all things to be 

reversed. They decided to change night into day and day into night. They ordered people to do 

day’s work at night and sleep during the day. Anyone not obeying was to be punished with 

death. So people out of fear did  as they were asked to do. This delighted the king and the 

minister. 

 

A guru and disciple reach the city 

Once a guru aiyd his disciple arrived in the city. They found everyone asleep during the  day. No 

activity was observed. It amazed them. They wandered till evening. Then the people woke up. 

They started doing their nightly businesses. Now the two were hungry. They bought some food 

items. The price of everything was same, a single duddu. This surprised and delighted them. The 

guru realized that it was really a kingdom of fools. 

 

Guru leaves the city but disciple stays back 

The guru decided to leave the city of fools. He asked his disciple also to leave the place. But the 

disciple didn’t want to do so for cheap food. The guru advised the disciple that nothing could be 

predicted of fools. But the disciple didn’t care. He stayed back. Time passed on. The disciple ate 

to his fill. As a result he became very fat. 

 

A thief breaks into a rich merchant’s house 



One day a thief broke into a rich merchant’s house. He was taking out the stolen things. Just then 

the wall of the old house fell on his head. He was killed instantly. The brother of the thief 

complained to the king about his death. He blamed the owner of the house for his brother’s 

death. 

 

The owner is summoned 

The king heard the accused. He accused him of killing the thief. But the owner said that he was 

innocent. He said that the person who built the wall was responsible. He didn’t make the good 

wall. The king decided to summon the bricklayer. 

 

The king summons the bricklayer 

The king asked the bricklayer if he had built the wall. He accused him of killing the thief. Before 

the king could order his death, the bricklayer pleaded innocence. He told the king that he could 

not concentrate while building the wall. A dancing girl moved in the street distracting his 

attention. So she was responsible for it. 

 

The dancing girl is summoned 

The king charged the dancing girl of killing the thief. The dancing girl said that the goldsmith 

was responsible for it. She had given some gold to him. He had to make some jewellery for her. 

He was lazy. He did not make the jewellery in time. So she had to walk up and down the street. 

So it was the goldsmith’s fault. 

 

The goldsmith and his plea 

The king now ordered to summon the goldsmith. The goldsmith replied that there was a wedding 

in the rich man’s house. He had to make jewellery for him. So he could not finish the jewellery 

of the dancing girl in time. 

 

The rich man is again summoned before the king 

Since it tranpired that the rich merchant who forced the goldsmith to complete their work first 

was none other than the father of the first accused merchant, the king finally declared the first 

accused himself  to be the murderer.  The king asked for a new stake to be made ready for the 



execution of the rich merchant. But the man was very thin. He could not be executed with a 

stake. The king was worried about it. Then he ordered to search a man who was fit for the stake. 

He should be executed on his behalf. 

                                                          

                                                             *********** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


